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REPORT

DATE: February 6, 2003

TO: The Regional Council
The Transportation and Communications Committee

FROM: Alfredo B. Gonzalez, Senior Government Affairs Officer ABQ
Phone: (213) 236-1886 email: gonzalez@scag.ca.gov

Annie Nam, Senior Regional Planner
Phone (213) 236-1827 email: nam@scag.ca.gov

SUBJECT: TEA-3 Regional Priority Projects List

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S APPROVAJM%%
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Authorize SCAG staff to continue working with the county transportation commissions and other

stakeholders to finalize the TEA-3 priority projects list. This list will be utilized in SCAG’s Federal
legislative advocacy efforts.

BACKGROUND:

For several months now SCAG staff along with the staffs at Metrolink the five county transportation
commissions (MTA, OCTA, RCTC, SANBAG, VCTC) and the County of Imperial have been
developing a regional priority projects list for TEA-3. This list which is known as the “Southern
California’s Consensus Program for TEA-21 Reauthorization,” is in its final draft form and once it is
completed, will be utilized by SCAG and the county transportation commissions when lobbying for the
reauthorization of the Federal transportation program “TEA-3”.

The Consensus Program includes several transportation projects that are found in the 2001 Regional
Transportation Plan. These projects represent a series of investment priorities that will strengthen the
region’s transportation system and benefit the national economy by increasing the productivity of
existing national investments in the region’s surface transportation system. As is described in the
attachment, the selection process for the projects was governed by a criterion that was established by
SCAG in cooperation with the commissions.

As is mentioned above, the priority projects list is in final draft form and should be finalized with the
commissions in the in the coming days.

FISCAL IMPACT: :

All work related to adopting the recommended staff action is contained within the adopted FY
2002/2003 budget and adopted 2003 SCAG Legislative Program and does not require the allocation of
any additional financial resources.
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Southern California’s Consensus Program
for TEA-21 Re-Authorization

Southern California, home to 17 million people, is the most populous metropolitan region
in the country, exceeded in population by only two states. The region’s extensive,
multimodal transportation system supports a highly diversified $583 billion regional
economy. The six county Southern California region’s gross regional product is 6
percent of the national GDP. On a comparative basis, Southern California is the tenth
largest economy in the world.

During the 1990’s international trade emerged as a mainstay of the region’s economy.
The region is now the largest gateway for trade in the country with $270 billion annually
in exports and imports flowing through its seaports and airports. This is 25 percent of the
country’s total trade. Fifty percent of the imports are destined for markets across the

country.

To be sure, the benefits from trade are significant, but they are imposing an additional
burden on a beleaguered surface transportation system. The reauthorization of TEA-21
offers the opportunity to mitigate these burdens by committing funding to selected
regional investments.

Southern California’s TEA-21 Reauthorization Consensus

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), comprising the counties
of Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura, has joined
with public and private organizations from throughout the region and California in
supporting the California Principles for Reauthorization of TEA-21. SCAG is proud to be
a partner in this historic statewide consensus. TEA-21, with its emphasis on flexible
funding, regional choice and performance oriented investments, has allowed the region
and the state’s other regions to respond creatively to meeting their future transportation

needs.

Within Southern California, a consensus has been reached on specific regional projects
that merit funding through the reauthorization of TEA-21. These investments will
strengthen the region’s transportation system in order to better serve the national
economy; to increase the productivity of existing national investments in the region’s
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D-R-A-F-T Southern California’s Consensus Program

surface transportation system; and to ensure that the region meets national air quality
standards.

The selection of projects was governed by the following objectives:

> Honor past commitments, such as funding for Interstate Highway gaps
and previously approved full funding grant agreements for transit projects.

> Recognize that the region has several central cities and seek allocation of
discretionary funds that would allow the transit needs of the central cities
to be addressed.

» Seek funding to address extraordinary federal requirements, such as the
air quality conformity mandate.

» Seek funding that recognizes the region’s contribution to the nation,
especially in regard to international trade.

On the basis of these objectives, a program of projects has been selected from the $144
billion, 25-year Regional Transportation Plan. Investing in these projects is a sound
expenditure, as each dollar of investment will yield $4.44 of benefits. Moreover, the RTP
relies primarily on local revenues, as 70 percent of the region’s transportation revenues
comes from local taxes to maintain the existing regional transportation system and to
meet the cost of projects included in previous plans. In addition, $20 billion of RTP
projects will be funded by private resources employing the innovative financing
techniques authorized in TEA-21.

The consensus program will allow Southern California to plan and program
transportation improvements that protect the existing infrastructure, maximize the
performance of past investments and meet pressing needs for new capacity.
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Southern California’s Consensus Program of Projects TEA-21
NO PRIORITY ORDER INDIC ED
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Southern California’s Consensus Program of Projects TEA-21 Reauthorization
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Southern California’s Consensus Program of Projects TEA-21 Reauthorization

_ unfunded need per
~ the AB2928 Study. ‘ 5

. frequent and increasing
| crossmgs reflecti

n/
lines that extend north and east
ot ,toward the idwest and Chlcago to reduce




0t 0000

D-R-A-F-T Southern California’s Consensus Program

Southern California’s Consensus Program of Projects TEA-21 Reauthorization
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Southern California’s Consensus Program of Projects TEA-21 Reauthorization
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